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On Septenber H , 1972^ staff madti a v i s i t to fiidv/est Abrasive Coinpany to dstarmn&r^i:jj;':'^^:^: 
i f any v«stewaLer was bains Uiscnargad to the surface waters of the S ta ta . :;:i.^ K^S^^S^ 

nr^ K. Brat t , Genaral Manager, was contacted and I t was explained t ha t several years' 
ago t h i s canpany was guilty of discharging a rouge material into the Shiawassee River. ' y 
This turned tiie water red for several hundred feet dcwnstreain. r . • " • > . . : ..r-jT-' '̂^ 

Mr» bra t t explained the present process for set t l ing out r.ost of thsse ' so l ids prior.- ; 
to discharge to a storm dra in . ; . :--•• .^ ' : ; ' - " ' / 

Staff examined the discharge and found about 1 gallon per minute flowing from the " ' ' ' 
se t t l ing chamber. Dye was placed In th i s discharge and staff checked thfe r iver for : . 
tv.'o hours and the dye did not show up in the r iver . The c i ty of f ic ia l s and the waste 
treattnant plant operators were contacted and if any Indication of dye showed up,, they 
v.'ould contact our office. None has been reported to date. 

Tile reasan given for this discharge not getting to the r iver v»as due to construction 
of the new bridge, several pipes in tJie area were disconnected and not connected to 
tiither the stonn drain or the sanitary sevsr. I t i s staff opinion tha t Midwest ; 
/ibrasive dees not have a d i rec t discharge to the r iver . The overflow from t h i s , ; 
se t t l ing tank, must be seeping Into the ground somevihere betvieen the plant and the . 
r i v e r . '-:•'•'•: '. :^'-: ''r.-'.--y-''K:-.-

Another question v/as; brought up all/out the disposal of semi-solid v/aste from th i s ;.' ;; 
company. Tne material consists ofanimal resins and phenolic resins used in making 
abrasive paper and be l t s ' f o r sanding. _ .-.;". • - '. . 

In 1970> the caipany had contacted a sol id vaste f i m to handle th i s material . Tl ie;- . 
finn, relieving i t to be a liquid industrial vaste , contacted our office and was .;,' . 
informed of Act 13G and the necessity of being licensed. Tney^re-contacted. Midwest • - : 
Abrasive and told then they viould no longer handle th is waste. - ..vv/'!^.v-^-;x^^^:;J^>;: 

The company began storing the material in barrels and hy July of 1972, had accurr.ulatecj: "; 
a o o u u j ^ . Tfiey arranged for an employee, Mr. Aurrant, to -cake them to his fara:a-^ ^̂ ?̂f >;;̂  
norcnwest of Gv/osso and dispose of them by b'urial. - ^.':':':..^^-i^M\^'^ 

The question i s i f the material in the barrels becomes stabi l ized in time and v;ov»ld"::;;̂ cfv0 
not be harmful to ground water sources. Samples of the material v/as cbtainedand itt'^'u^lV 
appears to be a solid type of waste- and would be under Act 87 rather than Act 135. .:;;jV'' 

A meeting with the Solid Waste Section of the Michigan Department of Public Health will 
bet se t up for determining i f the material can be burled. • -y 
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Tna waste generated is in a liquid state for three to ten days and handling this material 
from now on should be disposal by incineration. The company has been given the nacas.;- .• 
of firms with approved Incinerators and will contact them in the near future.̂ ,.-.. i;_yy:{iî .;X:r 

• • • • . . . ^ -^ . •_ . I ' . - i r - . r i ->» i ;V=•- . • • . . . -
I t i s s t i l l a quest ion whether the waste can be handled in a l iqu id s t a t e o r v/111 set^^Vvi^-. 
up too fast^ I t was a l s o pointed out t o the company iuiat peyviaps a mater ia l can be added 
t o keep the waste 11 quid , ' . therefore e a s i e r t o handle . \ ':i''^^-'':.iy^'r''^t 
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